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Otis James Teams Up with Artists Andra Eggleston and Julia Martin to Create Artful Bow Ties
by Karen Parr-Moody | Photography by Joshua Black Wilkins

A s the petit four is to a meal, the bow tie is a small, sweet 
confection that punctuates an otherwise serious suit 
with a whimsical flourish. It helps when designers—such as 
Nashville’s inimitable Otis James—understand this. Because 
a staid bow tie is simply a missed opportunity.  

To underscore this idea, James is adding even more flair to that small yet 
critical piece of fabric by collaborating with local artists on customized 
fabrics. Not that he needed much help in raising the bow tie to an art form. 
Widely lauded by fans of craftsmanship, James hand finishes every detail, 
right down to painting on the labels.
On a recent day in his studio in Marathon Village, surrounded by bolts 
of fabric and spools of jewel-toned thread, James met with two artists 
and collaborators—Julia Martin and Andra Eggleston—to discuss fabric 
blends and patterns. 
Martin is a painter and the owner of Julia Martin Gallery in Nashville’s 
Wedgewood-Houston Arts District. She creates portraits of ethereal women 
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with Cupid’s-bow lips and places them against pastel backgrounds 
that echo Fragonard paintings. 

Her first collaboration with James was in December 2014. It was 
truly a capsule collection: Six silk-linen bow ties and six cotton-silk 
scarves. The bow ties were covered in checks, and the scarves were 
awash in a painterly dreamscape, all elements from her paintings.  

Now, Martin says, she looks forward to doing more collections. “It 
was too much fun,” she says. “It has made me look at my paintings in 
a whole new way. Because when you paint, there’s always a tiny little 
texture in a corner that’s a magical, happy accident to you. Now I 
know I can crop it and make it into a fabric.”

Eggleston, who studied textile design, has created a fabric and 
wallpaper line based on drawings by her father, the famous Memphis 
photographer William Eggleston. Called Electra Eggleston, the line 
includes the reworked drawings, some in their original colorways 
and others in variations of her choice.  
Eggleston is interested in reproducing a print called “Kentucky” as a 

tie. “It feels to me very Southern,” she says. Then there’s a print called 
“Berlin” that looks like graffiti; Eggleston thinks that, when scaled 
down, it will be bow-tie perfection. 
Whatever fabrics she and James choose, Eggleston plans to gift a 
bow tie to her father, for whom the accessory is a trademark. “He’s 
going to love it,” she says. “He’s going to wear it every day.” 
James knows a thing or two about art himself. Before rocking the 
menswear scene in 2010 with his bespoke tie business, he studied 
film at the prestigious Chapman University in California. The 
collaboration with artists has been waiting in the wings for years. 
“Since I started making ties, I’ve wanted to do an artists’ series of 
hand-painted neckties,” he says. Initially James thought these 
ties would be for putting on exhibit, not to sell. But when Martin 
approached him—followed by Eggleston—he was struck by the 
notion that ties could be wearable art. 
“I just enjoy working with other creative people,” he says.  

For more about Otis James visit www.otisjames.com. 
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